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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A rotary movement converting mechanism for 
converting a rotary movement into a linear movement comprising: 

a rotary body having a spiral groove on the-an inner circumference thereof; 
a movable body; 
a body frame; 

an approximately cylindrical support body fixed to the body frame and 
provided with a slit along an axial direction of the rotary body; 

a top member provided to the movable body, an engaging member of the top 
member being inserted through the slit so that a tip end of the engaging member is 
engaged with the spiral groove; and 

a stop member that stops a linear movement of the movable body when a 
load is applied to the linear movement of the movable bod y, the stop member having 
a face that is movable into contact with the inner circumference of the s upport bodv. 

2. (Original) The rotary movement converting mechanism according to claim 1 , 
wherein the stop member is a stick member that advances toward the inner 
circumference of the support body when the load is applied on the linear movement 
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of the movable body. 

3. (Original) The rotary movement converting mechanism according to claim 2, 
wherein the top member is capable of turning around an axis extending in a direction 
orthogonal to the axial direction of the rotary body, and 

wherein the stop member advances in accordance with the tuming movement 
of the top member. 

4. (Original) The rotary movement converting mechanism according to claim 1 , 
wherein the top member is capable of tuming around an axis extending in a 

direction orthogonal to the axial direction of the rotary body, and 

wherein the stop member Is engaged with the top member and the movable 
body and is pressed toward the inner circumference of the support body in 
accordance with the tuming movement of the top member when the load is applied 
on the linear movement of the movable body. 

5. (Original) The rotary movement converting mechanism according to claim 4, 
wherein the stop member is disposed on a side of the top member opposite to a side 
of the top member on which the engaging member is provided relative to the axial 
center of the movable body and is moved in a direction opposite to the moving 
direction of the movable body by the tuming movement of the top member. 

6. (Cunrently Amended) The rotary movement converting mechanism according 
to claim 4, wherein the stop member has a first end and a second end, and is 
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disposed between the movable body and the support bod y, said stop member first 
end being and io providod w i th a taporod portion e ngaged with the top member OR-a 
f i rst ond thereof and proj e ct i on in an out p l ane d i rect i on toward a second e nd arid 
said stop member second end including a tapered portion , and 

wherein an end of the movable body is abuttod adapted to abut t e-the tapered 
portion. 

7. (Original) The rotary movement converting mechanism according to claim 3, 
wherein a spring for biasing the top member in a direction for preventing the turning 
movement of the top member is disposed between the movable body and the top 
member. 

8. (Original) A measuring instrument for measuring a displacement in a linear 
direction, comprising: a rotary movement converting mechanism according to claim 
1. 

wherein the movable body is a spindle advanceable and retractable relative to 
the body frame, the support body is an inner sleeve having an end fixed to the body 
frame, and the rotary body is an outer sleeve. 

9. (New) The rotary movement converting mechanism according to claim 1 , 
wherein the top member is capable of tuming around an axis extending in a direction 
orthogonal to the axial direction of the rotary body, and 

wherein tuming movement of the top member causes the stop member to 
linearly advance toward the inner circumference of the support body. 
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10. (New) The rotary movement converting mechanism according to claim 9, 
wherein the stop member defines the top member turning axis and moves in a 
direction orthogonal to the axial direction of the rotary body. 

1 1 . (New) The rotary movement converting mechanism according to claim 1 , 
wherein the top member is capable of turning around an axis extending in a 

direction orthogonal to the axial direction of the rotary body, and 

wherein the stop member is engaged with the top member and the movable 
body and is disposed between the movable body and the support body, whereby 
turning movement of the top member upon application of the load on linear 
movement of the movable body presses the stop member toward the inner 
circumference of the support body. 

12. (New) The rotary movement converting mechanism according to claim 1 1 , 
wherein the stop member is disposed on a side of the top member opposite to a side 
of the top member on which the engaging member is provided relative to the axial 
center of the movable body and is slidably moved in a direction opposite to the 
moving direction of the movable body by the tuming movement of the top member. 

13. (New) The rotary movement converting mechanism according to claim 1 1 , 
wherein the stop member includes a tapered portion and wherein the movable body 
is adapted to engage said tapered portion to press the stop member toward the 
support body inner circumference. 
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14. (New) The rotary movement converting mechanism according to claim 13, 
wherein stop member has a first end and a second end, and wherein said tapered 
portion has a thickness that increases toward a second end of said stop member. 

15. (New) The rotary movement converting mechanism according to claim 14, 
wherein said top member engages the first end of said stop member. 
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